FOREWORD
BY THE POLISH AMBASSADOR
I AM GLAD that a book on Colonel Beck is appearing
in English and it gives me very great pleasure to be
asked to write this Foreword* I have read the book and
I am persuaded that it gives a clear and authentic
estimate of its subject.
Such a book, in my opinion, is especially needed at
the present hour because I am well aware that Colonel
Beck has for a long time been regarded by many as the
* mystery man of Europe/ or as simply a suave and
clever diplomatist. As a statesman he has certainly had
more than his share of the criticism which usually
attends the work of public men. In some respects this
is not a wholly disadvantageous result, for to call a man
dangerous or enigmatic is to make the public anxious to
know as much as it can about him.
Personally I knew very well that there was a great
deal in this that did not do him justice, because, having
the honour to enjoy his friendship, I regretted that such
criticisms too often overlooked his great gifts, his
penetrating mind, his large power of vision, his ability
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